XII. READING AND WRITING

Round about 1857, the English reading public was
attacked by Bozomania. This is how G. A. Sala
remembered the phenomenon:

'Charles Dickens' unsurpassed works of fiction are, J
hope and believe, as widely read in these days as they
were in 1857-8$ but the present generation, I should say,
can scarcely form an idea of the absolute furore of
excitement which reigned in reading England during
the time that the monthly parts of the novels in the
green covers were in progress of publication. There is an
anecdote, related many years since by , a reviewer in
Blackwood's, setting forth how, when he... was a school-
boy, there suddenly occurred to him one Sunday in
church in the middle of a very dull sermon, the memory
of an exceptionally comic episode in Pickwick that im-
pelled him to burst out in a prolonged and uncontrollable
burst of laughter; which act of irreverent hilarity led to
his being at once, and ignominiously, removed by the
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